
Persecution eases and Yahweh
worship is tolerated again. Elijah and
Elisha travel around establishing and 
supporting the schools of the prophets.

 JEHOSHAPHAT BECOMES KING (2 CH 17:3-19)
(1) He strengthens himself against Israel (2) 

garrisons fortified cities in Judah and occupies 
cities of Ephraim (3) Yahweh was with him as he 

walked in ways of David  (5) All Judah brings 
tribute (6) he removes some of the high places 

and Asherim out of Judah, but not all (1 Ki 22:46). 
Jehoshaphat exterminates the remnant of the 

male cult prostitutes (1 Ki 22:46)

Jehoram, son of
Jehoshaphat

Marr iage a l l iance

1st Military Alliance
Ahab murders Naboth and takes his Vineyard. 
Elijah rebukes him, he repents and is forgiven.

(1) Ahab marries Jezebel, a Sidonian (2) He 
does evil in the sight of the Lord (3) He 
builds a house for Baal in Samaria and 
makes an Asherah.

3½  YEAR
FAMINE

JORAM

Harmony of the Reigns of 
Ahab and Jehoshaphat
Harmony of the Reigns of 
Ahab and Jehoshaphat

2nd Military Alliance

Jehoram does evil in the sight of the Lord, murders his 
six brothers, reinstitutes Baal worship, and is struck with 

disease in his bowels.

REFORMS

Most dates have been derived from ‘Redating  the Hebrew 
Kings’ (2010) by Bruno Kolberg.
* The drought is placed early in Ahab’s reign based on the 
“third year” 1 Ki 18:1 being a calenrical expression of the third 
year after a sabbath year. Extrapolating from Benedict 
Zuckerman’s dates, Jehoshaphat’s first year as King may 
have been a sabbath year.
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Elisha appointed as Elijah’s successor
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Joram did evil, but not like his father. He 
removed the pillar to Baal in Samaria, but
continued the golden calf worship (2 Ki 3:1-3)

AHAZIAH

JEHORAM

57

(1) Alliance with Ahaziah to send ships (2) Eliezer the 
prophet rebukes the alliance (3) Ships wrecked (2 Ch 

20:35-27); (4) second alliance rejected (1 Ki 22:49)

Second phase of religious renewal & justice reform

0

Peace  with  I s rae l

Officials, priests and levites sent on a 
national teaching campaign (2 Ch 17:7-9)

(1) Peace in Judah and the surrounding 
kingdoms (2) Philistines and Arabians 

bring tribute (2 Ch 17:10-11)

(1) Jehoshaphat builds fortresses and store cities 
and (2) reorganises the military (2 Ch 17:12-19)

JUDAH, ISRAEL & EDOM INVADE MOAB (2 KI 3)
(1) Army runs out of water (2) Elisha condemns Jehoram 

(3) God delivers them for the sake of Jehoshaphat (3) 
Moab defeated, Israel withdrawns

AHAB BECOMES KING

(1) Elijah the prophet announces
a drought upon Israel and goes
into hiding (1 Ki 17:1-7)*
(2)  Jezebel tries to eradicate
Yahweh worship and cuts off the 
prophets of the Lord (3) Obadiah hides 100 
sons of the prophets and feeds them from 
Ahab’s provisions (2 Ki 18:1-3-6).

(1) The confrontation on Mt Carmel: God 
sends fire from heaven and 400 prophets of 
Baal are put to death (2) Jezebel issues death 
warrant for Elijah who flees to Horeb.

BEN-HADAD BESIEGES SAMARIA (1 KI 20)
God gives Ahab victory against Ben-hadad.

BEN-HADAD INVADES ISRAEL (1 KI 20:26-43)
(1) God gives Ahab victory against Ben-hadad In 
Aphek (2) Ahab makes a peace treaty and (3) is 
rebuked by a prophet, angering him.

THE FATAL ALLIANCE
Ahab imprisons prophet Micaiah
and is then killed in battle against the Syrians.

BEN HADAD INVADES ISRAEL (1 KI 15:16-21)
Ben Hadad invades Israel and conquers the 
land of Naphtali and other northern cities.

?

Jehoshaphat possibly becomes co-regent 
with King Asa after Asa becomes  diseased in 

his feet (1 Ki 22:41-32)

Athaliah, daughter
of Jezebel

Ahaziah born to Jehoram and Athaliah
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REFORMS
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INVASION BY MOAB & AMMON (2 CH 20:1-30)
(1) National fast and Jehoshaphat’s prayer (3) Jahaziel’s 

prophecy of salvation (4) Deliverance by God

LIFE OF JEHOSHAPHAT

LIFE OF AHAB

Birth of Jehoram, Jehoshaphat’s firstborn son

ISRAEL INVADES JUDAH (1 KI 15:16-21)
Baasha , King of Israel invades Judah, but King Asa, 
Jehoshaphat’s father successfully bribes Ben-hadad 

king of Syria to break his alliance with Israel
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with illustrations from

?

THE FATAL ALLIANCE (2 CH 18:2-34)
(1) Jehoshphat joins Ahab in fighting Syria (2) False 

prophets prophecy victory (3) Micaiah prophecies 
defeat and is imprisoned (4) Ahab killed in battle, 

Jehoshaphat delivered by God (6) Jehu rebukes 
Jehoshaphat for the alliance but praises the good he 

has done in setting his heart to seek God.

Jehoram may have 
become co-regent


