Fasting and Prayer

"And whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face…but you, when you fast, anoint your head, and wash your face so that you may not be seen fasting by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.
(Matt 6:16-18)

But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.
(Matt 9:15)

And while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.
(Acts 13:2-3)

And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.
(Acts 14:23)
We know not what to do, but our eyes are on You

My eyes are continually toward the LORD, 
for He will pluck my feet out of the net.	(Psa 25:15)

To Thee I lift up my eyes, 
O Thou who art enthroned in the heavens!
Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, 
as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress; 
so our eyes look to the LORD our God, 
until He shall be gracious to us.	(Psa 123:1-2)

For my eyes are toward Thee, O GOD, the Lord; 
in Thee I take refuge; do not leave me defenceless.	(Psa 141:8)

The king is not saved by a mighty army; 
a warrior is not delivered by great strength.
A horse is a false hope for victory; 
nor does it deliver anyone by its great strength.
Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, 
On those who hope for His lovingkindness,	(Psa 33:16-18)

Friendship and persistence in prayer

Luke 11
Genesis 18
“Suppose one of you shall have a friend…” (v5)
Abraham – friend of God
“…go to him at midnight” (v5)
“in the heat of the day” i.e. midday (v1)
'Friend, lend me three loaves (v5)
“three men” (v2)

"Quickly, prepare three measures of fine flour, knead it, and make bread cakes." (v6)
“a friend of mine has come to me from a journey” (v6)
3 angels on a journey to Sodom
“because of his persistence (or “shamelessness”) he will get up and give him as much as he needs” (v8)
Abraham changes request from 50  45  40  30  20  10.

"Now behold, I have ventured to speak…oh may the Lord not be angry, and I shall speak only this once…”
(v31-32)
Abraham and Hazazon-tamar



Gensis 14
2Chronicles 20
V2 “War” - First occurrence in Bible
Gen 14 and 2Chr 20 are both prototypes of the final war.
V7 Hazazon-tamar
V2 only other occurrence
V3, 8, 10 Valley of Siddim
V20-24 Battle in same location
V9 Four kings against five
V2 "A great multitude is coming…” 
V14 318 men – “impossible” odds
V21 army led by choir
V16 Rescues Lot
V1 sons of Lot are enemy
V16-17 carries spoil to Jerusalem
V25-27 carries spoil to Jerusalem
V17, 19 Blessed in valley
V26 “Valley of Berecah (blessing)”



Trust in Yahweh, and he will trust in you! 

If you will not believe, you surely shall not last.
	(Isa 7:9)

Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments
	(Deut 7:9)

Faithful is He who calls you, and He also will bring it to pass.	
	(1 Thess 5:24)

…who shall also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
	(1 Cor 1:8-9)


Psalm 83

Psalm 83
2 Chronicles 20
v2 “Tumult” (Heb. “hamah” from “hamon”)
V2, 12, 15, 24 “multitude” (Heb. “hamon”)
v3 “Thy people”
v7 “Thy people”
v4 "Come, and let us wipe them out as a nation, that the name of Israel be remembered no more."

v12 "Let us possess for ourselves the pastures of God."
v11	 “…by coming to drive us out from Thy possession…”

v25 And they were three days taking the spoil because there was so much.
v5 They have conspired… against Thee do they make a covenant
v6-12 Focus of prayer is God and enemies attack on his possession 
v6-7 Moab…Ammon
v1 the sons of Moab and…Ammon
v6 the tents of Edom
v2 out of Syria (should be “Edom”)

v22 My Seir
Psalm 83

Psalm 83
2 Chronicles 20
v6-8 Ishmaelites, Hagrites, Gebal, Amalek, Philistia, Tyre, Assyria… 
become a help to the sons of Lot. 
v1 “with them of the peoples” (YLT)

Ammon and Moab are the leaders
v9 Deal with them as with Midian, 

v11 Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb, and all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna.
Large number of parallels between account of Gideon and 2Chronicles 20
v10 …who became as dung for the ground.
v24 they were corpses lying on the ground
v16 that they may seek Thy name
v9 for Thy name is in this house
v18 That they may know that Thou alone, whose name is the LORD, art the Most High over all the earth.
v6 And art Thou not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations? 

v29 And the dread of God was on all the kingdoms of the lands
Psalm 84

Psalm 84
2 Chronicles 20
A psalm of the sons of Korah 
v19 the sons of the Korahites, stood up to praise
V1-4 A longing to be in the temple in Jerusalem praising God
v27-28 …returning to Jerusalem with joy…with harps, lyres, and trumpets to the house of the LORD.
v6 Passing through the valley (Heb. “emeq”) of Baca, they make it a spring, the early rain also covers it with blessings (Heb. “berecah”).
v26 …there they blessed the LORD. Therefore they have named that place "The Valley (Heb. “emeq”) of Beracah" until today.
v6 Baca (weeping)
2Sam 5:23-24 …sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees (Heb. “Baca”)…LORD will have gone out before you to strike…the Philistines."
v7 …every one of them appears before God in Zion.
v27 …every man…returning to Jerusalem…the house of the LORD

Joel

Joel
2 Chronicles 20
1:10-12, 17-20 
Effects of a severe drought
1 Kings 17:1 “there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.”
2:1	Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm…for the day of the LORD is coming; surely it is near

2:2, 5, 11 there is a great and mighty people; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be…
v2	“A great multitude is coming against you”
2:12 Return to me with all your heart, and with fasting, weeping (Heb. “bakyi) , and mourning;
v3 Jehoshaphat was afraid and turned his attention to seek the LORD; and proclaimed a fast
2:13 Return to the LORD…for He is…abounding in lovingkindness…
v21 Give thanks to the LORD, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.

\ Joel

Joel
2 Chronicles 20
2:14  Who knows whether He will… leave a blessing? (Heb. ‘berekah’)
v26 They have named that place "The Valley of Beracah" until today.
2:15-16	Blow a trumpet in Zion, consecrate a fast, proclaim a solemn assembly, Gather the people, sanctify the congregation…
v3-5 …proclaimed a fast…Judah gathered together to seek help from the LORD…Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly 
2:16 …assemble the elders, the children and the nursing infants. 
v13 And all Judah was standing before the LORD, with their infants, their wives, and their children.
2:17 Let the priests, the LORD'S ministers, weep (Heb. “bakah”) between the porch and the altar…
v5 Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly… in the house of the LORD before the new court,
2:17 "Spare Thy people, O LORD, and do not make Thine inheritance a reproach”
v11 …to drive us out from Thy possession which Thou hast given us as an inheritance.

\ Joel

Joel
2 Chronicles 20
2:20 …I will drive it into a parched and desolate land, and its vanguard into the eastern sea and…its stench will arise and its foul smell will come up…
v2 from beyond the sea

v24, 26 and behold, they were corpses lying on the ground…on the fourth day 
2:21 Do not fear, O land, rejoice and be glad, for the LORD has done great things.
v15 Do not fear or be dismayed

v27 the LORD had made them to rejoice over their enemies.
2:23 for He has given you the early rain for your vindication.
Psa 84:6 …the early rain also covers it with blessings.
2:28 I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons…will prophesy…your young men will see visions.
v14	Then in the midst of the assembly the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of… 


\ Joel




Joel
2 Chronicles 20
3:2 I will gather all the nations, and bring them down to the valley of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into judgment with them…

3:4 Moreover, what are you to Me, O Tyre, Sidon, and all the regions of Philistia? 
v7 Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;
3:14 Multitudes, multitudes (Heb. “hamon” in the valley of decision! 
v2, 12, 15, 24 multitudes (Heb. “hamon”)






