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Jehoshaphat – Class 2 
“I am as you are, and my people as your people”
Manitoulin 2005 – 2Chr 18

Last Class
A remarkable introduction
	Takes great pride in Yahweh – a passionate, active man 
Took seriously the requirement to write out the law, and not just for himself to be taught, but to teach other too
	Time of peace for kingdom – a small foreshadowing of the kingdom – the law proceeding from Jerusalem, and the nations sending their riches and flocks to Jerusalem

Military Strength
The rest of 2Chr 17 documents Jehoshaphat’s military strength, and it is truly remarkable
2 things to comment on…

Difficult numbers.
If you add up these armies you get 1,160,000 – an army almost the size of David’s which covered the entire 12 tribes.
2Chr 17:13, 19 – This is just the armies based in Jerusalem
OH – There is a challenge here – several Biblical numbers are difficult, but this is perhaps the most difficult of all! – consider the size of Jerusalem – how big do we imagine it to be?
OH – Manitoulin comparison!!!!
Even if the 5 companies took turns, there is not the space.
Even if the armies were stationed across Judah, these numbers are difficult to reconcile
Solution that works for some numbers (but not all) is that Hebrew for “thousand” (Eleph) can also mean a company, family or military unit. “1,000” could mean as small as 5-50 men, which would bring the totals down to something more feasible
OH – A few examples of where “eleph” not “thousand” (except for Judg 6, you need other translation)
Another suggestion is the similar word “alluph” – which indicates a commander, or a professional fully armed soldier.
	OH – Also interesting to note the numbers in 2Chronicles seem to take on an interesting structure (why? I am not sure). Certainly we are being told about how great Jehoshaphat is.

Amasiah - A volunteer
one last positive detail before we get into ch 18 - v16 – “willingly offered”
	OH – all occs
	mostly of the voluntary donation of gold, silver, cloth, livestock and produce for the tabernacle or temple
but occasionally it is used of giving something more valuable – to build the spiritual temple that we are part – for that you don’t need goods, but self – i.e. the “living stones” we read of in 1Pet 2.
	Psa 110 – speaking of day of resurrection – a willingness to present self to our king – such a feeling is derived from a true realisation that all we have and are is from God, and the only sensible response is a total gratitude to give self to God
	Rom 1-11 – all about God’s grace and mercy – his love for us.
	Rom 12:1 – I urge you THEREFORE! Be a sacrifice!
	Spiritual/reasonable = logical, rational
	Yet again we see in Jehoshaphat a man who was not only passionate and active himself, but inspired it in others too. 
An example for us – in ecclesial life lets not sit around waiting to be asked to do something, but volunteer. Sometimes being passive may seem like we are humble, but it is a false sort of humility.

A fatal alliance (2Chr 18:1)
Just a single verse, but it is key to the rest of Jeho’s life.
	KJV sounds rather generic – “joined affinity” – actually the word is specific to marriage.
	Now likely in the 9th year of reign – and Jehoshaphat marries his 15 year old son to Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel (assuming grandson Ahaziah born within one year of marriage)

	V1 – repeated - Jeho had great riches and honour – perhaps he was blinded by this, but more likely it is a deliberate echo back to the time of Solomon – Judah is now back to the glory days of Solomon, and Jeho now goes the next step – to reunite the kingdom. A worthy goal, but as we will see, Jehoshaphat does not go about it the right way. 
	Unfortunately, his timing could not have been worse – Israel has the worst king ever. It has been reintroduced to Baal worship from Zidon. 

I have occasionally heard that passages like 2Chr 18 are of use when discussing reunion. 
	Nothing could be further from the truth
Israel at this time is utterly pagan – Ahab was described as HATING YAHWEH and sold himself to do evil!
The chapter would be of more use if we were considering reunion with the Roman Catholic Church

Results of the marriage:
Jehoshaphat makes 3 foolish alliances with 3 kings of Israel in the years 853-851 BC. Looking at timeline we see this is just after Jehoram began to rule with his father. 
	2Chr 21:4 – kills all brothers
	2Chr 22:10 – 7 years later, she kills her own grandchildren - 1 baby was left (Joash)

	No understatement to say this marriage was a total disaster – it almost wiped out the royal line of David!!!


	
Originally my plan was to not say much more here – after all, we all know marriage in the world is wrong, and this is a great example of why. 
	But of late I have wondered if we have lost sight of exactly how God feels about this subject. And so I’d like to make a digression to look more at the Biblical teaching on this subject. It does not hurt to be reminded. I am conscious that some here may think that it is easy to say these things when not in the situation. I don’t know what I will face one day, but all I can do now is share with you Bible teaching.


OH – Rather than look at all scriptural teaching on marriage to an unbeliever, I want to primarily look at just the word used here in 2Chr 18 – these are the other 5 times it is used in the sense of getting married – every time is in a negative sense.

Deut 7:3-4
Context is marriage to Canaanites. Perhaps Jehoshaphat justified it by saying that Athaliah is a nice Israelite girl. Wrong…
Bible actually presents Ahab as a Canaanite (1Kings 16:32-34). First 2 things that happened in his reign were:
	Baal worship brought back
	Jericho rebuilt
	Why no marriages? 
	For they WILL turn your sons away from following me… - not MIGHT – it is generally inevitable. And if we are honest, we would have to agree that our own experience today is generally this way too.
Jehoram had one of the best dads in the world – but even that could not nullify the influence of Athaliah.
	Also note the parental responsibility – then parents arranged marriages, today we don’t do that, but there is still a place for parents to affect these decisions.


Josh 23:12-13
Again – marrying someone who does not share our hope will become a snare and a trap. Trying to live up to God’s standards is hard enough without adding burdens to our self.
	But even more concerning is God’s warning that he would not be with them any more if they did this. 
	Note the context – v11 – Love Yahweh your God
Often in scripture we have a choice – do we love God, or the world. We like to think we can do both, but it is impossible. You will love one, and hate the other.

1Kings 3:1
All of Soomon’s problems arose from his foreign wives, they dragged him away from God.
Wisest man to ever live- but even his heart was turned away, just as God said. 

Ezra 9:14
the language here again is very strong. 
Sometimes we hear that marriage in the world is just “not advisable”, but not a sin!
Ezra says otherwise. It is breaking God’s commandments. We should not water this down.
	Context is interesting here too – many had intermarried, threatening the very viability of the returned exiles to be a nation. So what was the solution…
	Ezra 10:3!!!  - to put them away – I am not suggesting we do that today, this was an extreme situation. 
	But it is interesting that today we probably view divorce as a worse evil than marriage in the world – the weight of scripture says a lot more about the evil of marriage in the world than divorce.

Gen 34:9
First occ of word in Bible
Context is Dinah – Shechem falls in love with Dinah and wants to marry her.
	Shechem and all of his city agree to be circumcised so that he can marry Dinah (amazing that they agree to it!)
Simeon and Levi then kill them all.
	One lesson from this is that marriage in the world is not just unhealthy for the believer, but the unbeliever too. 
	Pressure to get baptised – will it be for the right motives – they may be wondering for years as to why they did it?
	OTOH will they see the need to get baptised – if your own faith is unimportant enough to make you ignore clear Bible teaching, why should they bother

And it is not just OT teaching…
OH
	1Cor 7 – as far as Paul is concerned, it is not just advice either – it is a law
	Legalistic to say it is only about widows!
	2Cor 6 – not just marriage of course, but marriage is a prime example


And not just negative verses – we ought not to ask, what is wrong with it, but rather how does it help us in our walk to the kingdom. Lets see what marriage should be, and can it succeed with a none beleiver…
	1Pet 3 
Fellow heirs to the kingdom!

That your prayers be not hindered 
	This is a big point to meditate on – some have married an unbeliever and survived spiritually (it is not common). They wilkl be the first to admit that it is very hard. You are pulled in two directions. You can’t pray with spouse or look forward to the kingdom together. 
	Eph 6:4
A cliché, but “think of the children1”
Maxine (husband does not pray with kids, go to meeting etc. and he is a nice guy? Kids wonder why.
Think of the statistics of success with children with just one parent.
	Eph 5
Remember what marriage is. Christ and ecclesia relationship not modeled on marriage – other way around

I’ve talked a lot, but I think this is important. Just briefly some practical points.
What to do?
	Don’t think the “traditional” (though it is not actually) disfellowship, letter and return is helpful for various reasons


Ecclesia needs to think of 3 things (each situation is different):
Support the believer
they will have it tough – yes, this is a sin, but we are all sinners. 
If they are still planning the marriage, and we know them well, then talk to them – we need to make it very clear that what they are doing is wrong, but still get across that we will be their if they need help (and they will) later.
BUT, and I know some disagree – I can’t see how attending the wedding that in God’s eyes is a sin,  is sensible way of demonstrating that support. To join in the celebration of something that we claim to wrong sends a mixed message to the couple and the rest of the ecclesia.
Consider the unbelieving spouse 
Remember, he or she is a potential convert – and consider how our actions will affect them.
Education of ecclesia and prevention
Need to remind ourselves of these things more often
Ensure that our response to these events does not send a message that “it’s wrong, but the consequences are minimal, so it’s really OK!”

Much more could be said – but I hope I have given us some food for thought and further discussion – to decide what is the best Biblical response to this problem.

Back to Jehoshphat – 2Chron 18:2
Some years later. In fact it is at least 10.
	2 men who have nothing in common seem quite happy here to get together. Both have there own motives.
	Jehoshaphat motives
To reunite the kingdom
Some make Jeho out to be very weak – I am not so sure. His faith always stays with him, and his motives are good. Problem is that he is naïve to the evil of Ahab, and goes about this effort the wrong way.
	Or perhaps thought after Naboth humbling , Ahab was more receptive (?)
	He always takes pride in the ways of Yahweh, but seems to fail to see that others don’t not least his own family. In fact it may have been Jehoram and Athaliah’s suggestion to get to know the in-laws better!

Sad to see many faithful Bible characters not see faults in own children, or fail to raise them correctly. Eli, Samuel, David and others come to mind.
	2Chr 21:3 – because he was firstborn – but he did not have to do this – Reuben, Esau and Manasseh were all born first, but did not receive first born privileges
	2Chr 21:13 – According to Elijah, Jehoram’s brothers were better than he was – he should not have had kingdom.
	We can be blind to faults in our children, or tolerate in them failures we would not in others. 
	Exhortation for us – remember that true family is in Christ – hard as it is, we may need to forsake family.
	Ahab’s motives
Israel has been in decline – army was only 7000 (1K 20:15) – Some say that Judah was the weaker partner but in view of the last chapter, that can’t be the case. 
3.5 years drought weakened nation
He is trying to impress Jehoshaphat, as he needs him. 
	They are both trying to impress each other, but for very different reasons, and thus are prepared to do things to facilitate what they seek.
	E.g. Ahab consults prophets, Jeho does his best to not offend.


“persuaded”/”induced”
A rare word, usually of inciting to evil
	1King 21:25 – Ahab sold to evil because Jezebel stirred him up!
	Used later in chapter of God drawing the Syrians away from Jehoshaphat.
	Deut 13:6 – first occ. Is relevant
	“Entice” – all different family deceiving you to worship other Gods 
V1-5 we will return to – context is of God using false prophets to test his people.
	1Kings 22:3 – it belongs to US, what are WE doing – See Ahab’s subtlety in parallel record – would appeal to Jehoshaphat’s desire to unite the kingdoms:

Ramoth-Gilead
Important city on disputed border of Syria and Israel (OH map if possible)
45km east of Jordan, 100km south of Damascus
	1Kings 20:34 – Ben-hadad had promised to return these cities to Ahab, but obviously had gone back on his word. Eventually it was retaken as Jehu is there in 2Kings 9.
	Part of original inheritance, in fact it was a city of refuge (Josh 21:38)
	Irony of Ahab – who was guilty of Naboth’s innocent blood seeking to go to a city of refuge, since this would be the place he would be punished for that sin. This is the very next chapter in Ahab’s life


	Law of city of refuge and some other laws in Deut 19 – appears to be several links to the Naboth incident
	OH
Jezebel (who knew he law by the way), perverts justice

	Elders should have been there for Naboth
Yet we see that justice will be performed

V3 
	after buttering Jehoshaphat up, Ahab pops the question.
	What a tragic response – 2 men could not be more dissimilar, and yet here is language of such unity. Part of his desire for unity, but there is no basis for it.


V4
Notice the order of v3 and v4?
He says “I will go, then he suggests getting guidance from God”.
Almost an after thought.

V5
Are these really prophets of Yahweh? 
	1Kings 18:19 – 450 of Baal, and 400 of Asherah – 450 are killed later in 1Kings 18. 
	Likely these are the same.
	Obviously these prophets said what they were paid to say – sometimes we can do the same, seeking advice from those we know will tell us what we want to hear.
	Recently I’ve heard it suggested that we are free to pick and chose our own personal elders – flesh being what it is, there is a possibility we will not chose well.
	And Jehoshaphat sees through this…

V6
He suspects these are not real prophets. 
And yet when the real one comes, he still ignores him and does what he decided to do.
But note Jeho’s politeness – he does not rebuke Ahab for the presenting these false prophets

V7
Ahab comes across as such a immature, whining kid.
	He says bad things about me, so I hate him!
	The closest Jehoshaphat comes to a rebuke – it is pretty mild!
	He is desperate not to offend – ever find yourself doing this when involved in something in world, where we are afraid to offend. E.g. when someone takes God’s name in vain perhaps. 
V8
implication is that the was currently in prison – v25-26 says return him to the governor and put him in prison
	Really wonder what was Jehoshaphat thinking of all this?

V9
This will be important in a few verses
	2 kings, on their thrones at the gate of the Samaria before a void place (or threshing floor)
Before them an host of prophets prophesying
	Sad echo to Lot sitting in gate of Sodom
Also reminds one of Psa 26:4-5 Jeho is sitting with deceitful, wicked men, and is about to follow the advice of pretenders..

V10
Zedekiah is a leader here
An allusion to Deut 33:17
	Prophecy about Ephraim (Samaria) – pushing (sw as gore in NASB) with horns.
These false prophets knew there Bibles, and Jehoshaphat who wrote out the book of Deuteronomy for himself must have picked up on this
A mixture of truth and error.

V12-13
All prophets are saying the same thing, you say it too.
	No, I will only say what God tells me to say!
I like Micaiah – quite the contrast to Jehoshaphat here – not afraid to speak up, despite the consequences. And as we will see, he has a sense of humour…

V14-15
How do you think he said it?
Must have been sarcastic – he also did not use God’s name in this prophecy.
Ahab must have been used to hearing sarcasm – Elijah used it on the 450 prophets of Baal (shout louder, maybe he’s on a trip, or having nap, or gone to the bathroom)
	Hypocrisy from Ahab, last thing he wanted from Micaiah was the truth.

Again – what was Jehoshaphat thinking of all this???

Micaiah’s first prophecy
V16
Ahab correctly understands this is bad for him

	2 fold message
	Ahab will die

Ahab was not a shepherd anyway – he is telling everyone to just go home in peace – Jeho eventually does (19:1) but not after almost losing his own life.

Sheep without a shepherd – only 2 other times
Num 27:17 – Moses about to die, and leadership passed to Joshua
Mark 6:34 – John the Baptist dies
Anything linking the 3?
	This is time when Elijah passes mantle onto Elisha
So many links with these 3 transitions
	Glorified by Jordan, same name etc.
	Other links worth following up  Zech 13:7 and links to Christ

	Maybe in this prophecy Jehoshaphat saw a chance to become the shepherd over a united Israel – see a hint of this in a few verses.


Micaiah’s second prophecy
Micaiah continues, though uninvited…

V18-22
This may be a troubling prophecy, as it seems to indicate that God uses deception.
Maybe not a literal reflection of reality, but that is the message being given.

First, some more ironies:
	Kings sitting before the prophets – in Heaven we now see God sitting before angels

Ahab is using deception to get Jehoshaphat to help him, God is doing same to Ahab
This in fact is the key to understanding what this passage means. 
	Ahab loved lies – he paid his prophets to lie to him

And so God is giving him what he wanted.

	God has already decided that Ahab is to die, the deception is used as a form of judgement and it was appropriate because Ahab loved lies.


OH – deception as a form of judgement
These passages look troubling, until you consider the context
	2Thess 2:10 
	– they did not love the truth – 
therefore v11 God sends delusion on them, 
so that v12 they may be judged
	Mark 3:22 – They knew he was from God, but they chose to believe and teach a lie
	Mark 3:29 – this is blasphemy against HS, and cannot be forgiven – there is only judgement for them
Very next day he starts to preach in parables – why? To stop them from seeing and hearing
This is a quote from Isa 6 – very similar context
	V1 God on throne in his royal garments
	V8 – God asks – Who shall I send
Isaiah volunteers
	V9-10 told to preach a message to obscure the truth, 
	V11 until judgement comes 
	Ezek 14:4 If you set up idols, and then come to God, he will give you idol answers.
	Rom 1:24 Why? Because they chose lies – v25, and this results in judgement, or the “due penalty of their error”  (v27)


Still may be troubling to consider God using deception, but there are other passages that mention it:
	May think of Pharaoh’s heart being hardened
	Deut 13:1-3 (saw v6 earlier) – God is active here.
	1Tim 4:1 – only other occasion of this phrase. – remarkable parallels to 2Thess 4


	Thing to remember – God has gone above and beyond to bring Ahab around to repentance – one of the greatest prophets works with him
	It was Ahab’s choice and once God had pronounced judgement on him, he then is deceived to bring him to his destruction.


One more things
	angels do not have absolute knowledge and insight – they still need to think about things -  a prospect we will have too in the kingdom


V23-26
Ironically Zedekiah did have a spirit of Yahweh – but it was a lying spirit.
Again Micaiah does not back down – idea of inner room could mean a toilet (as in Judges 3:24)
	“You will see…” Maybe a pun – the seer who will finally see! 


v27
Micaiah final words – “Listen all you people”
	This is all we know about him, and yet it it would appear that this prophet inspired a lot of another prophet with the same name – Micah, 140 years later.
	We could digress at this point and see just how much Micah draws on Micaiah, but I have instead prepared a hand out for any who are interested..


V28
After all of this astonishing behaviour – false prophets, a true prophet whom Ahab says he hates and is in prison and sent back to prison, physically attacked in front of him, a prophecy of certain doom, Again – why did Jehoshaphat stay – and his compliance to Ahab’s next request is even more bizarre…

V29-30
It is obvious why Ahab is doing this. To save his skin and avoid the prophecy. So why does Jehoshaphat agree to it?
	He must have known Ahab’s motives for the request – he is not dumb!
Perhaps his reasoning is – God is going to kill Ahab, now is my chance to be the king of a united Israel – thus he wants to look like the part
Ultimately he is acting foolishly – no doubt he has good motives, but is judgement has been clouded by visions of grandeur, and the reception he received at the start of the chapter, designed to entice him.
	We have all been here. You start down a wrong path, and rather than do the right thing and turn back, we just keep going, digging the whole deeper and deeper
	Like Peter and his 3 denials – he would have been better to admit to being a disciple – there was likely no harm in it.

V31
Very reassuring verse – Jehoshaphat appears to have lost his senses in this chapter, and yet when he does finally sincerely turn to God – he is heard. 
Pattern of his life, when ever he is in trouble, he always turns to God immediately.

	Rest of chapter – Ahab is killed – by a stray arrow
	V33 – God can and does work through chance – miracles do not always appear miraculous, but what looks like a chance occurrence can have God’s hand at work.

Jewish tradition says that Naaman was the archer (???)

Question about chronology – look at handout 
difficult to be certain what happens next – record sounds like 2Chr 19:1-3, but if so, after accepting this rebuke and engaging on another spiritual reformation in Judah, he would then go on to 2 more foolish alliances.
	What we can be fairly certain about is that 
	2Chr 20 occurs after 2Kings 3 – because Edom is under subjection to Judah at start of reign, and still allied in 2Kings 3, but not in 2Chr 20 – likely the events of 2Kings 3 are what help provoke Edom to revolt against Judah.
	Shipping alliance occurs before 2Kings 3 (order of kings)
	Likely 2Kings 3 happens before 2Chr 19:1-3 – reason is
	2Kings 3:27 – great indignation/wrath on Israel, then all return to their land
Same rare Hebrew word occurs in 2Chr 19:2 – Jehu says that Jehoshaphat’s foolish alliance(s) have brought wrath on him
	Hard to imagine that he made the same mistake after Jehu’s rebuke – but not impossible.

So we have spent some time looking at Jehoshaphat’s unequal yoking in a marriage and political/military matter. That leaves business partnerships, which is what he does next.

Shipping Alliance (1Kings 22:48-49. 2Chron 20:35-37)
Kings and Chronicles seem to be a contradiction. In Chron Jehoshaphat makes an alliance with Ahaziah, but in Kings he refuses to make an alliance. Need to carefully read and see the true sequence of events – OH
	There are 2 dealings with Ahaziah – after the first failure, Ahaziah wants to try again, but Jehoshaphat says no, hopefully in response to the rebuke of Eliezer. 
	Another confusion – “ships of Tarshish” or “ships to Tarshish” though it could mean both
	Psa 45:7 speaks of “ships of Tarshish” being broken. 
	Considerable debate as to the location of Tarshish and Ophir – it seems likely that this place is in the Indian ocean or the Red Sea, and not the same as the Tarshish that Jonah was fleeing to.

	Motivation seems to be financial, as well as continuing relationship with his daughter-in-laws family.
	As well, the idea of reuniting the kingdom and returning to the days of Solomon fits as such shipping ventures were a feature of his reign.


The key word is “alliance” or “join” (chabar) – used 3 times 
	It has the idea of fellowship, and of its 29 occurrences almost half are to do with the joining of curtains in the tabernacle. 
	Two other refs are significant:


Ps 94:20	Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowship with thee, which frameth mischief by a law?

Hosea 4:15-17	Though you, Israel, play the harlot, do not let Judah become guilty…Ephraim is joined to idols; let him alone.

	It probably seems harmless enough to enter into a business arrangement like this, but God’s assessment is that by doing so, he did very wickedly (so the NASB, NEB, Tanakh, Jerusalem Bible…)



Three kings against Moab (2Kings 3)
Very soon after…
	Ahaziah falls through lattice, inquires of Baal-zebub and as a result Elijah tells him he is to die

Has no son, so his brother, Jehoram becomes king.
Meanwhile, Moab had rebelled after the death of Ahab, part of a further disintegration of the former empire of Solomon.

2Kings 3:7
Déjà vu all over again!! It is the repeat of the almost exact same words to Ahab’s son that makes me think the big rebuke of 2Chr 19 has not yet happened.
	Read record with a sense of frustration – why Jehohshaphat!?!?!?!
	Perhaps Jehoshaphat is thinking that Jehoram is not as bad as Ahab  3:2-3
	OH – Map 
	The plan is to go around the bottom of the Dead Sea along with Edom.
	Somehow the plan goes awry and after 7 days they find they have no water for the soldier of cattle.
	Note the reactions to this situation from the 2 kings:

2Kings 3:10-11
Jehoram – despair and hopelessness, as well as blaming God
	Jehoshaphat – turns to God – even when doing these foolish alliances, he always turns quickly to God.
All 3 kings then go to Elisha, who happens to be in the company

2Kings 3:12
Jeho is aware of Elisha – who has not been prophesying all that long.

2Kings 3:13
I.e. the 400 useless prophets that Jehoshaphat would also remember

2Kings 3:14
“wouldn’t see you” - Sounds very harsh, but it also demonstrates an important truth of how God sees the world, and we ought to as well – it is almost as if it is invisible. 
	Sometimes as a small community we can feel very unimportant and insignificant in the context of the entire world, and yet verses like this one show that what really matters to God are his servants, and the rest of the world is of little account.
We should see the world the same way – 2Cor 4:16-18 – Elisha was a prophet who gives this lesson elsewhere – he saw not the army surrounding Dothan (2K 6:14-17) 
	Backhanded compliment to Jehoshaphat – certainly a contrast to “I am as you are”, as far as Elisha is concerned they are nothing alike at all.

	No more mention of Jehoshaphat in chapter, nice to think he left at this point, but sadly unlikely
	Elisha says to dig trenches in valley

Filled with water in morning
Moabites think it is blood from the armies attacking each other – they rush to take spoil
Israel attacks and destroys many cities, but not the capital, Kir-haraseth
	V26 – Moab tries to break through to Edom, implying either he is the weakest, or he thinks he may become an ally (which happens within a couple of years) Edom obviously felt about Judah the way Moab felt about Israel.
	V27 – sacrifices oldest son – great wrath/indignation on Israel 
Not sure what this means – either it came from God, or the people were so revolted that they left – but somehow great wrath came, and the battle just stops
Use of this word wrath leads into 2Chron 19 – it is a rare word not used since the days of Joshua, and now 3 times in Jehoshaphat’s life


